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(57) ABSTRACT

A film for the retention and controlled release of organic or
inorganic molecules consists essentially of a phyllosilicate
clay and a organic polyanion. The film may be a built-up
layered film of alternating layers of the clay and the polyan-
ion. Organic or inorganic molecules are absorbed into the film
from solution, and released in response to changes in the
film’s environment. The film may be built up using layer-by-
layer (LbL) methods, or deposited on a substrate from a
mixture of the clay and polyanion. Articles may be coated
with the film by the same methods. The film is useful for the
controlled release of antibiotics in response to infections, and
also retains antibiotics such that bacteria may be killed by
direct contact with the film.
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1
CLAY-CONTAINING THIN FILMS AS
CARRIERS OF ABSORBED MOLECULES

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH

The development of the technology disclosed herein was
supported in part by funds from the U.S. government (NSF
Grant #CBET-0708379) and the U.S. government may there-
fore have certain rights in the disclosed technology.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to coatings which
host and retain organic or inorganic molecules and release a
portion of same upon environmental changes, more specifi-
cally to such coatings which comprise different materials,
such as organic polymers and clays.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Hybrid organic-inorganic nanocomposites of polymers
and clay platelets represent a type of advanced material with
promising applications in biosensing and catalysis, as well as
in the fuel cell and pharmaceutical industries, including appli-
cations involving the controlled release of drugs. These mate-
rials also have superior gas barrier functions and are useful as
fire retardants.

Clay is an inexpensive material that is chemically and
thermally stable. Clay nanosheets interact with synthetic
polymers, organic cations, amino acids and proteins. Because
of the high aspect ratio and high surface-to-volume ratios of
clay nanosheets, the addition of small amounts (e.g., less than
about 10% by weight) of a clay such as montmorillonite to
polymer materials significantly improves the mechanical and
thermal properties of the resulting nanocomposites. Posi-
tively-charged polymers and/or cationic surfactants can
adsorb at the silicate surfaces of the clay via electrostatic
interactions with negative charges at the clay basal plane.
Moreover, organo-modified clays are broadly used in the
preparation of nanocomposites, allowing introduction of spe-
cific functionalities into the nanocomposite materials via an
appropriate selection of molecules adsorbed to the clay.
Recently, attention has been attracted by advanced functional
stimuli-responsive materials constructed from organic and
inorganic components, in response to a growing demand to
deliver certain molecules at specific conditions when and
where their activities are desired.

Often, delivery of functional molecules may be realized in
the vicinity of modified surfaces, such as a surface of a bio-
medical device or a scaffold. The layer-by-layer (LbL) tech-
nique is a powerful tool of surface modification enabling
construction of multifunctional thin-film surface coatings.
The technique is based on sequential adsorption of oppo-
sitely-charged or hydrogen-bonded molecules at a substrate
surface, and allows control of the thickness, structure and
properties of the coatings. The LbL technique allows the use
of'aqueous solutions, which is environmentally attractive and
enables incorporation of charged and chargeable molecules
within LbLL films. Moreover, multilayer films can be fabri-
cated on substrates of different shapes. The potential of poly-
electrolyte multilayers for biomedical applications has been
discussed in recent reviews.

One useful constituent of LbL films is the clay nanosheet or
platelet. In prior art embodiments of LbL, films, positively-
charged polymers are paired with negatively-charged poly-
mers, or negatively-charged clay platelets are paired with
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positively-charged polymers. The clay and polymers bond to
each other through -electrostatic interactions. Another
reported scenario is binding of negatively-charged clay plate-
lets with neutral polymers (i.e., polymers having no charges at
any pH) through hydrogen bonding. For example, U.S. Pub-
lished Patent Application No. 2004/0053037 discloses con-
struction of LbL barrier films containing negatively-charged
inorganic materials and organic materials comprising cat-
ionic polyelectrolytes or hydrogen bonding neutral polymers
(e.g., a homopolymer of acrylamide or a polyvinyl alcohol
copolymer).

Clay-containing Lbl. films are known for their high
mechanical strength, as well as for their antiflammability and
oxygen barrier properties. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 7,045,
087 describes LbL. clay-containing films having sufficient
mechanical stability to be free-standing. Such films were
assembled by combining layers of positively-charged poly-
mers and negatively-charged clay platelets.

It is also known that clay-containing LbL films perform
well as gas, flavor and aroma barriers. In other applications,
the inclusion of electrochemically active corrosion inhibitors,
render LbL organic-inorganic assemblies useful for corrosion
protection of metal surfaces. U.S. Published Patent Applica-
tion No. 2003/0027011 describes the preparation of clay-
containing films by alternating layers of poly(dimethyldial-
lylammonium chloride) (PDDA, which is a positively-
charged polymer), and clay, as well as films prepared from
layers of PDDA, poly(acrylic acid) (PAA) and clay, wherein
the PAA and clay layers were alternated as the negatively-
charged species.

The majority of clay-containing films are designed for use
in the dry state. While the use of clay films as diffusion
barriers in water have been reported (see, A. Zhuk et al., ACS
Nano 5 (2011) 8790-9, which is incorporated by reference
herein). However, such films were not two-component clay-
polyanion films.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the present invention includes films for the
retention and controlled release of organic and inorganic mol-
ecules. In some embodiments, such films consist essentially
of'platelets of phyllosilicate clay and an organic polyanion. In
some such embodiments, the films are layered films including
alternating layers of phyllosilicate clays and organic polyan-
ions. In some embodiments, the film carries organic or inor-
ganic molecules absorbed within it.

In another aspect, the present invention includes methods
for making films for the retention and controlled release of
organic and inorganic molecules. In some embodiments, the
film is deposited on a surface from a mixed solution or dis-
persion of platelets of phyllosilicate clay and organic polya-
nions. In other embodiments, the film is assembled using a
layer-by-layer (LbL) method to form alternating layers of
phyllosilicate clay and organic polyanions. In some such
embodiments, the film is immersed in a solution of organic or
inorganic molecules for a time sufficient to allow the mol-
ecules to become absorbed into the film.

In yet another aspect, the present invention includes an
article with a film consisting essentially of a phyllosilicate
clay and an organic polyanion adhering to it. In some embodi-
ments, the film is a layered film including alternating layers of
platelets of phyllosilicate clays and organic polyanions. In
some embodiments, the film carries organic or inorganic mol-
ecules absorbed within it.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

For a better understanding of the present invention, refer-
ence is made to the following detailed description of exem-



US 9,321,030 B2

3

plary embodiments considered in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a layered film
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a layered film
according to an embodiment of the invention and its response
to loading with organic molecules and changes in pH;

FIG. 3 is a plot of the thickness of unloaded and loaded dry
films according to embodiments of the present invention as a
function of the number of layers in the films and the loaded
and unloaded states, with inset schematic representations of
the dry films;

FIG. 4 is a scanning electron microscopy (SEM) image of
a cross-section of a film according to an embodiment of the
present invention as synthesized;

FIG. 5 is a SEM image of a cross-section of a film accord-
ing to the embodiment of FIG. 4 after the film has been loaded
with organic molecules;

FIG. 6 is a SEM of a cross-section of a film consisting of
layers of clay and organic molecules for comparison with
FIGS. 4 and 5;

FIG. 7 is a plot of a swelling profile of an as-synthesized
film according to an embodiment of the present invention and
a swelling profile of a loaded film according to another
embodiment of the present invention, with inset microphoto-
graphs illustrating the films at various degrees of swelling;

FIG. 8 is a bar chart illustrating the degree of swelling of
films according to an embodiment of the present invention in
an unloaded, as-synthesized state, after loading with organic
molecules, and after pH adjustment, with inset schematic
drawings of the film in the aforesaid states;

FIG. 9 is a plot of a pH-triggered release of molecules from
a loaded film according to the present invention and from
another film composed of layers of clay and antibiotic mol-
ecules, with inset schematic drawings of the two films;

FIG. 10 is a chart indicating the presence or absence of
bacterial growth on surfaces of films loaded with an antibiotic
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a composite chart of infrared spectra of a number
of films according to embodiments of the present invention,
each film having been loaded with a different type of bioac-
tive molecule;

FIG. 12 is a SEM image of a porous substrate before
deposition of a film according to the present invention onto a
porous substrate; and

FIG. 13 is a SEM image of the porous substrate of FIG. 12
after deposition of a film according to the present invention
onto the porous substrate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the exemplary embodiments of the invention discussed
herein, the clays used in the films are phyllosilicates (e.g.,
montmorillonite). Phyllosilicates have heterogeneous charge
distributions, and often carry positive charges at their edges at
neutral and acidic pH values despite having a net negative
charge. At low pH, edges of the clay platelets interact with
polycarboxylic acid groups, probably due to a combination of
electrostatic interactions, hydrogen bonding, and chemisorp-
tion. These interactions can be used to construct clay-polya-
nion surface films, and would not necessarily be limited to the
use of polycarboxylic acids. FIG. 1 is a schematic represen-
tation of a film 10 according to an embodiment of the present
invention adhering to a substrate 12. The film 10 essentially
consists of layers of negatively-charged clay platelets, such as
platelets 14, having positive charges at their edges, such as
edges 16, and negatively-charged polyanions, such as polya-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

nions 18. Surprisingly, such films are stable at neutral and
slightly basic pH values (pH 7.5, 0.15-0.2M NaCl), when the
overall charge of both the clay platelets 14 and the polyanions
18 is negative.

The films of the present invention are highly swollen in
aqueous environments, and function as high-capacity matri-
ces for loading positively-charged or neutral organic or inor-
ganic molecules (e.g., antibiotics and other biologically-ac-
tive molecules) within the film. FIG. 2 is a schematic
representation of a film 20 of the same type as film 10 of FI1G.
1, illustrating the response of the film 20 to loading with
absorbed molecules, such as molecules 22 which are illus-
trated by small circles, and by changes in pH. Throughout the
rest of this disclosure, small circles in the schematic illustra-
tions of films represent molecules which are absorbed into the
film, such as small molecules 22, layers such as layers 26
represent clay layers, and layers such as layers 28 represent
layers of polyanions.

Continuing to refer to FIG. 2, the film 20 adheres to a
substrate 24 and consists of layers 26 of clay and layers 28 of
polyanions. The small molecules 22 are believed to be
retained within the film 20 largely due to their electrostatic
attraction to permanent negative charges at the basal plane of
clay layers 26 and pH-dependent negative charges in the
polyanion layers 28.

Films according to the present invention include, but are
not necessarily limited to, any films comprising a weak polya-
nion (e.g., weak polycarboxylic acids) and clay. Clay plate-
lets (also referred to herein as “nanosheets™) that are useful
with this invention include, but are not necessarily limited to
natural 2:1 and 1:1 phyllosilicates, such as montmorillonite,
mica and kaolinite, as well as synthetic clays. The films of the
present invention can be made on substrates by deposition of
polyanions and clay from mixtures thereof, or sequentially
using LbL techniques to deposit alternating layers of clay and
polyanions. Examples of such techniques include immersion,
spin coating or spraying. The absence of requirements for
clay modification in many embodiments of the present inven-
tion eases the commercialization of the processes used to
form the films.

Embodiments of the films of the present invention are
stable over a wide range of pH and ionic strengths, including
physiological conditions, as well as in organic solutions such
as ethanol. Some such embodiments also have a high loading
capacity for molecules that are positively-charged at the load-
ing conditions. These features make such embodiments ofthe
present invention attractive candidates for storage of bioac-
tive molecules that are positively-charged at the loading con-
ditions. Examples of guest molecules suitable for loading
within clay-containing films of the present invention include
antibacterial agents, such as peptides, peptoids, proteins, anti-
biotics, as well as other bioactive molecules.

Polymer-clay matrices according to embodiments of the
present invention include, but are not necessarily limited to,
any composite film formed of a weak polyanion and a clay.
Organic and inorganic molecules that may be absorbed into
such polymer-clay matrices for long-term retention and sub-
sequent controlled release are referred to hereinafter as “guest
molecules.”” Guest molecules that are useful in the present
invention typically have positive charges or readily acquire
positive charges under physiological conditions, and include:
(1) antibiotics, such as amikacin, ampicillin, cephaloridine,
gentamicin, ethionamide, protonsil, sisimicin, sulfanilamide
and its derivatives, and polymycin B; (ii) anti-infective
agents, such as chlorazanil, aminophenazole, trimethoprim,
pyrimethamine, primaquine and sontoquine; (iii) anti-inflam-
matory agents, such as glaphenine; (iv) anesthetics, such as
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benzocaine, procaine and piridocaine; (iv) anticancer drugs,
such as doxorubicin; (v) hormones; (vi) neurotransmitters
and humoral factors, such as amphetamine and meparfynol;
(vii) antidepressants and tranquilizers, such as phenelzine,
pheniprazine, etryptamine, methpimazine and pipamazine;
(viii) antispasmodic agents, such as methantheline bromide
and fenethylline; (ix) antihypertensive agents, such as dihy-
dralazine and bretylium tosylaye; (x) hypotensive agents,
such as minoxidil; (xi) anesthetics and central nervous system
stimulants, such as neostigmine, ephedrine, oxyfedrine,
levonordefrine, tranylcypromine, fencamfine; (xii) antidia-
betic agents, such as phenformin; (xiii) analgetics, such as
phenazopyridine; (xiv) obesity control agents, such as phen-
termine and chlorphentermine; (xv) diuretic agents, such as
chlorazanil, aminotetradine, amiloride and amisotetradine;
(xvi) anticoccidial drugs, such as amprolium; (xvii) anthel-
mintic agents, such as dithiazinine; (xvii) proteins, peptides
and peptoids; and (xviii) metal ions such as silver (Ag*).
Many such compounds are challenging to incorporate within
an all-polymer film because they may readily leach out. Films
according to embodiments of the present invention might also
absorb and retain non-positively-charged. or neutral, antibi-
otics, such as vancomycin, teicoplanin, triclosan, and nitro-
furazone, which may be deposited from an ethanol solution.

The combinations of clay and polyanions that are useful in
embodiments of the present invention are surprising and
unexpected. Such constituents would not usually be expected
to bind to each other within a film. Typically, a positively-
charged constituent is introduced between a clay and a polya-
nion to stabilize the film. For example, U.S. Published Patent
Application No. 2003/0027011 provides a polycation
between clay and PAA layers to achieve a stable LbL film
construction.

In the exemplary embodiments of the present invention
discussed herein, gentamicin was chosen as an example of a
small bioactive molecule. Gentamicin is an antibacterial drug
of the aminoglycoside class, which is widely used due to its
broad-spectrum antibacterial activity. In bacterial experi-
ments discussed herein, clay/polyacid films demonstrated a
dual function: a pH-stimulated release of the loaded antibiotic
supported by the weak-polyelectrolyte nature of a polycar-
boxylic acid, and contact killing of bacteria enabled by reten-
tion of gentamicin within the films as a result of interactions
between negatively-charged clay nanosheets with the posi-
tively-charged antibiotic. The ionization state of the carboxy-
lic groups of the polycarboxylic acid changes as a function of
pH, rendering the film pH-sensitive. This pH-sensitivity can
be used to deliver small biologically-active molecules on
demand (e.g., in response to local decreases in pH caused by
bacterial infection, inflammation, or cancer). In many types
of'bacterial infection, the pH value of the surrounding physi-
ologic fluid decreases as a result of production of lactic acid
by the proliferating bacteria. At the same time, clay
nanosheets were found to strongly retain gentamicin under
varied pH conditions, supporting the long-term antibacterial
function of the film.

The Examples presented herein demonstrate that LbL
assembly is an effective method for constructing clay/poly-
mer thin films with controlled retention and pH-stimulated
release of antibiotics. A combination of the dual mechanisms
of antibacterial activity (i.e., killing by contact with the
loaded film and pH-triggered release of the antibiotic) with
the ability of such films to function in solutions having high
ionic strength makes the films of the present invention prom-
ising candidates for applications in biomedical technologies
and implantable devices.
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The films can be formed on surfaces of monolithic solids,
porous or fibrous materials, or particles. Examples of suitable
monolithic solids include semiconductors such as silicon or
germanium, titanium implants, or articles made of polymers
such as silicone, Teflon®, polyethylene, polypropylene, poly-
ethylene terephthalate, and others. Fibrous materials include
natural or synthetic fabrics, such as cotton, silk, viscose, or
nylon. Porous materials include Dacron® and others. As
demonstrated in the Examples below, positively-charged
molecules are absorbed into polymer-clay films after the film
is produced.

Exemplary films according to embodiments of the present
invention are disclosed herein. These disclosures are non-
limiting and other composite clay-containing thin films as
well as similar structures and compositions having character-
istics similar to the films disclosed herein, would be recog-
nized as being within the scope of the present invention by
one having ordinary skill in the art and possession of the
present disclosure. Similarly, one having ordinary skill in the
art and possession of the present disclosure made herein
would recognize methods for implementing the present
invention that are not necessarily disclosed herein.

EXAMPLE 1

In exemplary embodiments of the invention disclosed
herein, a multilayer nanocomposite of montmorillonite clay
and poly(acrylic acid) (PAA) was built up by LbLL deposition
or by adsorption from clay-PAA mixtures. The general pro-
cedure for LbL. film formation described in the present
Example was also used in Examples 2-8, 10, and 11.

For film deposition, silicon wafers were pre-cleaned under
a quartz UV lamp for at least 2 hours, soaked in concentrated
sulfuric acid for 1 hour, and then carefully rinsed with Type 1
ultrapure water, such as that produced by the Milli-Q® water
treatment system (EMD Millipore, Billerica, Mass.). Then,
the silicon wafers were dried under a flow of nitrogen. To
enhance the attachment of multilayers to the silica surface, a
layer of branched poly(ethylenimine) (BPEI) was deposited
onto the wafers as a precursor layer. BPEI was allowed to
adsorb to the surfaces of the wafers from 0.2 mg/mlL. polymer
solutions in 0.01 M phosphate buffer at pH 5. This deposition
step was followed by rinsing the pre-coated wafer with a
buffer solution at the same pH value.

Clay/PAA multilayers were prepared at the surfaces of the
precursor-coated substrates using 0.2 mg/ml. solutions of
PAA in water at pH 2.2 to form PAA layers and dispersions of
about 0.4-0.5 mg/m[ of montmorillonite in water at pH 2.2 to
form clay layers. Stock solutions of clay (5 g/L.) were pre-
pared at least one month in advance of their date of use. A
clay-water suspension diluted 10-fold from stock was dis-
persed by overnight sonication. PAA and clay were allowed to
adsorb for 6 min. to form each layer of the respective mate-
rials. After each deposition, the coated wafer was rinsed with
water at pH 2.2. PAA and clay layers were deposited alter-
nately to provide the desired number of layers, with clay as
the topmost layer.

Successful film depositions and the thicknesses of the films
were confirmed using atomic force microscopy (AFM). AFM
measurements were performed in air at room temperature
using a NSCRIPTOR™ dip pen nanolithography system
(Nanoink, Skokie, Ill.) operating in AC (contact) mode.

FIG. 3 presents plots of the thickness of dry films similar to
film 20 of FIG. 2 as a function of the number of bilayers in the
films. Separate plots are provided for the film 20 in a gen-
tamicin-loaded state (plotted as circles) and an unloaded,
“as-deposited” state (plotted as squares). Both plots demon-
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strate linear growth of the dry film thickness with increasing
numbers of clay/PAA bilayers. The linear growth regime
reflects low diffusivity of PAA (M,,=450 K) and clay platelets
(about 1 nm thick with an aspect ratio of about 200) during
deposition. On the other hand, the bilayer thickness for the
clay/PAA system is much larger (around 15 nm per clay/PAA
bilayer) compared to that known for other clay/polymer sys-
tems, where the typical bilayer thicknesses range from about
1.6 nm for BPEl/laponite multilayers to 5.4 nm for BPEI/
laponite/PEO films. Differential thickness measurements by
AFM and ellipsometry also revealed an increase of 11+1 nm
of thickness per clay layer, compared with an increase of 4+1
nm for the single PAA layers. The thickness value for the clay
layer is significantly greater than the platelet thickness and
suggests absorption of more than single layer of clay
nanosheets in single deposition cycles. Also, multilayer
growth may include random tiling of the negatively-charged
clay platelets onto a flexible layer of organic polyelectrolytes.
Successful growth of clay/PAA films was also confirmed in
experiments where films were deposited at the surface of
4-um-diameter silica particles.

In earlier work (see, e.g., Wilson et al., Journal of Colloid
and Interface Science 290 (2005) 392-396, which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein), interaction of PAA with smectite
clay montmorillonite in aqueous bulk solutions at low pH
(pH<2) was evidenced by expansion of the basal planar spac-
ing of the clay (d001) in X-ray diffraction. Examination of
clay/PAA LbL films deposited at the surface of silicon wafers
according to embodiments of the present invention indicate
that clay-PAA interactions can be controlled by solution pH,
and that clay-PAA binding does not occur at pH higher than
4.0 (data not shown).

Without being bound by theory, the results described above
may be explained by pH-dependent variations of charge at the
clay platelet edges. Positively-charged platelet edges may
dominate at low pH, and negative edges may prevail at high
pH. Binding between clay and PAA did not occur at pH higher
than 4.0 because this pH value is close to the pK, of AIOH,*
(about pH 5). Therefore, the density of positive charges at
platelet edges at pH>4 becomes insufficient to assure binding
with negatively-charged units of PAA. Furthermore, it is pos-
sible that assembly of PAA (pK, of about 4.5) with clay at pH
2.2 is also driven by dipole-cation interactions between the
carbonyl (C—0) group of PAA and clay edges with positive
charges. However, when deposited at pH 2.2, (clay/PAA),
films (where n is the number of deposited bilayers) were
stable for at least a month over a pH range from 2 to 8
supported by 0.01 M phosphate buffer with additional 0.2 M
NaCl. At pH>8, AIOH and SiOH edge groups acquire nega-
tive charge (pK, of AIOH and SiOH of about 7.9-8.5), and
negatively-charged faces and edges of clay platelets repel
negatively-charged carboxylic groups of PAA, resulting in
film destruction. In other words, it is possible that while the
pH window for deposition of clay/PAA films is controlled by
the pK,, of AIOH,* at the edges, and that the stability of the
multilayers correlates with the pK, of AIOH and SiOH
groups.

EXAMPLE 2

Referring back to FIG. 3, gentamicin was loaded within a
film 20 to demonstrate the use of clay/PAA films 20 for
controlled drug delivery according to an embodiment of the
present invention. To load the gentamicin, clay/PAA films
were exposed to gentamicin solutions (0.2 mg/ml. in 0.01 M
phosphate buffer at pH 7.5 in the presence of 0.2 M NaCl) for
2 hours to achieve maximum absorption of the gentamicin
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within the films 20. The loading capacity of clay/PAA films
20 having different numbers of deposited layers was studied
by taking AFM measurements of the loaded films, which
indicates a 0.5:1 (mass/mass) loading rate of gentamicin into
the film 20.

FIGS. 4, 5, and 6 are scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
images of cross-sections of film 30 (FIG. 4) and film 32 (FIG.
5), both of which are of the same type as film 20 of FIGS. 2
and 3, and film 34 (FIG. 6), which is of a different type. Films
30 and 32 are (clay/PAA)yys films (i.e., films having 90.5
bilayers) before (FIG. 4) and after (FIG. 5) loading of gen-
tamicin into the film. The SEM images were obtained using
Scanning Electron Microscope Auriga™ (Carl Zeiss Micros-
copy GmbH, Jena, Germany). Silicon wafers were glued to
the SEM stage by conductive tape. Au—Pt alloy was sput-
tered onto the sample surfaces within a RF-plasma chamber
for 10 seconds. The applied voltage was varied from 1 to 3 kV.
Consistent with earlier reports of the preferred orientation of
clay nanosheets parallel to the film surfaces, the correspond-
ing cross-sectional SEM images in FIGS. 4 and 5 confirm the
layered structures of the films 30, 32. Within such films, the
high surface area and high aspect ratio of clay platelets
restricts layer intermixing. Furthermore, FIG. 5 clearly illus-
trates thickening of the film 32 caused by loading of gentami-
cin within the clay/PAA film. The initial thickness of the film
32 cross-section increases from about 1.1 um prior to loading
(FIG. 4) to about 1.6 um (about 1.5 times) after gentamicin
loading (FIG. 5). Referring to FIG. 6, film 34 was formed by
LbL deposition of 90.5 bilayers of clay and gentamicin.
Unlike (clay/PAN), films, (clay/gentamicin),, s films were
rough, with a poor degree of clay layering.

EXAMPLE 3

The swelling behavior of clay/PAA films was studied by
confocal laser scanning microscopy (CLSM) of (clay/PAA)
1505 films. CLSM imaging of films was performed using a
Zeiss LSM 5 PASCAL confocal scanning system (Carl Zeiss
Microlmaging, Inc., Jena, Germany) equipped with a C-Apo-
chromat 63/1.2 W Corr water immersion objective. For film
visualization, the multilayered films were immersed into
Alexa-488 solution (Life Technologies Corporation, Grand
Island, N.Y.). For CLSM studies, the hydrogel film on the
silicon wafer was vertically placed in Lab-Tek chambered
cells (Thermo Scientific Nunc, Waltham, Mass.). The cham-
bers of the Lab-Tek coverglass were then sequentially filled
with buffer solutions at a certain pH.

FIG. 7 presents plots of swelling profiles of as-synthesized
(clay/PAA), 5, 5 films 36 and a (clay/PAA), 5, 5 film 38 loaded
with gentamicin. FIG. 8 is a bar chart illustrating the degree of
swelling the film 36, film 38 after loading with small mol-
ecules, and film 38 after pH adjustment. As seen in FIGS. 7
and 8, the films 36 show very high swelling degrees in aque-
ous solutions. The degree of swelling of the films 36 strongly
increased in the pH range from 2.5 to 7.5, as PAA became
more ionized, resulting in electrostatic and osmotic swelling
of'the films 36. As measured by CLSM, the degree of swelling
changed from 4 at pH 2.5 to 20 at pH 7.5. Such a high degree
of swelling is advantageous for the use of these films as
matrices for loading of bioactive molecules. Continuing to
refer to FIGS. 7 and 8, the swelling behavior of the gentami-
cin-loaded (clay/PAA), 5, 5 films 38 provided additional evi-
dence of a charge compensation mechanism for antibiotic
loading. The gentamicin-loaded films 38 swelled to a much
smaller degree (i.e., only about 2 times the dry film thickness
in solutions at pH 7.5) This fact can be explained theoretically
by neutralization of the negative charges of PAA by posi-
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tively-charged molecules of gentamicin. The loaded film 38
did not show any changes in swelling while soaked in water at
pH 6.5; 5.5;4.5; 3.5; 2.5 for 30 min at each pH value. How-
ever, when loaded films 38 were then exposed to pH 7.5, the
degree of swelling increased to about 9 (FIG. 8) This behavior
is consistent with partial release of gentamicin from the clay/
PAA film 38 as a result of decreasing solution pH. It may be
noted that the swelling of a (clay/gentamicin), s, 5 film
observed with confocal microscopy was pH-independent,
and the swelling degree was much lower (i.e. a factor of about
2). Therefore, it can be reasonably concluded that the degree
of film swelling is controlled by charge neutralization and the
consequent swelling of “soft” layers of PAA.

EXAMPLE 4

FIG. 9 presents plots of a pH-triggered release of gentami-
cin from a gentamicin loaded film 40 and another film 42
composed of clay and gentamicin bilayers. For stability test-
ing, films 40, 42 were formed with 9.5 bilayers. For the
release experiments of FIG. 9, the films 40, 42 were formed
with 3.5 bilayers.

The amount of gentamicin released was found to be
strongly dependent on environmental pH. To test the stability
of gentamicin loading (i.e., elution of gentamicin from the
films 40 under standard physiological conditions), gentami-
cin-loaded (clay/PAA), 5 films 40 were immersed in 0.01 M
phosphate buffer at pH 7.4 with 0.2 M NaCl. Every 5 days, the
thicknesses of the films 40 were measured by contact-mode
AFM. The films 40 retained gentamicin for at least 45 days of
soaking.

A pH-triggered decrease in PAA charge density at lower
pH values resulted in disruption of ionic pairing between
gentamicin and carboxylate ions, leading to gentamicin
release. To study pH-triggered release of gentamicin from
PAA/clay hydrogel films, loaded films 40 having 3.5 bilayers
were exposed to 0.01 M phosphate buffer solutions contain-
ing 0.2 M NaCl with pH set at various values between 2.5 and
7.5. In contrast to single-component films of poly(meth-
acrylic acid) (PMAA) cross-linked with ethylene diamine
(EDA), clay/PAA layers showed greater retention of antibi-
otics. For example, in separate experiments not included
among the Examples, lowering pH to 5 resulted in complete
release of gentamicin from the EDA-cross-linked (PMAA),
films within 20 min. However, FIG. 9 shows that only about
50% of the loaded gentamicin was released from the films 40
atpH 3.5.

Continuing to refer to FIG. 9, control experiments with the
clay/gentamicin films 42 did not show measurable drug
release in a wide pH range from 4 to 7.5. This can be
explained in theory by strong electrostatic binding between
negatively-charged clay platelets and positively charged gen-
tamicin. A suggested mechanism for pH-triggered release of
gentamicin from clay/PAA films combines pH-triggered
release of gentamicin from PAA with pH-independent reten-
tion of antibiotic molecules as a result of strong interactions
with clay platelets. For films such as films 20, 38, 40, the
loading capacity of the films 20, 38, 40 can be increased
through a facile increase in the number of bilayers within the
film, and the entire film 20, 38, 40 can serve as a reservoir for
storage of bioactive molecules for on-demand release at a
later stage.

EXAMPLE 5

The antimicrobial activity of clay/PAA films was tested in
experiments with S. aureus ATCC 12600 bacteria. Gentami-
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cin is known to be active against this particular strain of S.
aureus with a minimum inhibitory concentration of 1 pg/mlL..
The strain was taken from a frozen stock, streaked, and incu-
bated overnight at 37° C. on tryptic soy broth (TSB; Oxoid,
Basingstoke, UK) agar plates. After incubation, the plates
were stored at4° C. for up to a month. Pre-cultures of bacteria
were made by inoculating a single bacteria colony in 10 mL. of
tryptic soy broth (TSB; Oxoid, Basingstoke, UK) and incu-
bating at 37° C. in ambient air for 24 hours. These pre-
cultures were sonicated at 30 W (Vibra Cell model 375,
Sonics and Materials Inc., Danbury, Conn.) onice 3 times for
10 seconds each, waiting 30 seconds in between, counted
using a Biirker Tiirk counting chamber, and then diluted with
TSB to the desired bacterial concentration. A number of
Petrifilms (3M Microbiology, St. Paul, Minn.) were labeled
and swollen with 1 mL of sterile demineralized water for 30
minutes. Once swollen and the pre-culture had been diluted to
the correct concentration, the Petrifilm cover was peeled back
and test substrates coated with clay/PAA films were placed in
the swollen region with the film surface facing up. A pipet was
used to place a 25 plL droplet of bacteria suspension on the
upper edge of the test film, and the Petrifilm cover was closed,
dispersing the droplet uniformly across the entire surface.
The Petrifilm plates were incubated at 37° C. for 48 hours.

The growth of planktonic S. aureus was tested at surfaces
of loaded and unloaded clay/PAA films with different num-
bers of deposited layers using Petrifilm Agar Plates and S.
aureus concentrations of 4x10%, 16x103, 4x10°, 4x107,
2x10"° bacteria per mL. A droplet size of 25 uL of bacterial
inoculums was used, resulting in theoretical bacteria counts
of 10%,4x10%,10*, 10% and 5x10® bacteria per droplet, respec-
tively.

In every trial, the unloaded films displayed higher bacterial
surface coverage than films loaded with gentamicin samples.
This confirmed that the antibacterial activity was due to gen-
tamicin, and not due to the clay platelets nor PAA. FIG. 10 is
a chart showing the results of the gentamicin trials. At low
concentrations of bacteria (4x10° and 16x10° bacteria/mL),
bacterial growth was significantly reduced on the gentamicin-
loaded (clay/PAA), 5 film, although still present, and com-
plete inhibition was observed with antibiotic-loaded (clay/
PAA), ; films in every trial. At higher concentrations of S.
aureus 12600 (4x10°, 4x107 bacteria/mL), the cutoff for
complete inhibition of bacteria inhibition was between 1.5
and 3.5 loaded bilayers. Even when challenged with such a
high bacterial concentration as 2x10'° bacteria/mL, gentami-
cin-loaded (clay/PAA), 5 films demonstrated complete inhi-
bition of S. aureus growth. In addition, (clay/gentamicin),
films, were antibacterial for concentrations of 2x10%, 4x10%,
and 4x10° bacteria/mL, thereby demonstrating the limited
antibacterial activity of such films. As discussed previously,
clay/gentamicin films do not release significant amounts of
gentamicin over a broad pH range. This suggests that, while
contact killing does occur, release of gentamicin from the
films is important to maintain a high antibacterial activity.

As a second tool to confirm the antimicrobial activity ofthe
films and to identify any bacteria alive on the films after the
Petrifilm tests, samples of (clay/PAA), films that had been
challenged in the Petrifilm tests with a bacterial concentration
0f2x10'° bacteria per mL were immersed in TSB solution for
bacterial regrowth at 37° C. for 12 h. Again, no bacteria were
detected by visual observation of the gentamicin-loaded
(clay/PAA), ;s films. However, bacteria accumulated on all
other gentamicin-loaded and gentamicin-free films (i.e.,
n=0.5, n=1.5, n=3.5, n=6.5). The results shown in FIG. 10
demonstrate that complete inhibition of bacterial growth at
the film surfaces is dependent both on the number of bacteria
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applied to the film and on the number of bilayers in the film.
Bacterial survival decreases with an increase in the number of
bilayers within gentamicin-loaded films. This observation
suggests that gentamicin absorbed within the entire film,
became bioavailable, rather only the gentamicin absorbed
within the upper bilayers layers. This may occur because of a
release of gentamicin triggered by local decreases in pH
associated with bacterial metabolism. The capability of
increasing the total amounts of loaded and released gentami-
cin through a simple control of film thickness, together with
the combined mechanism of on-demand delivery and perma-
nent antibacterial activity in the film, makes these films pow-
erful candidates for fighting bacterial infections.

Gentamicin-loaded (clay/PAA), 5 films also showed anti-
bacterial activity against gram-positive bacteria such as S. epi
ATCC 14990 and E. coli ATCC 25922 at concentrations of
4x107 and 4x10° of bacteria/mL (10° and 10° bacteria/
sample) (data not shown).

EXAMPLE 6

HFOB 1.19 osteoblast cells and human skin fibroblast cells
(HskF) were used for in vitro cytocompatibility experiments
A large percentage of cells remained intact and alive after 1
day, 4 days and 7 days of cell growth (data not shown). These
results indicate that the clay/PAA films are not cytotoxic and
are suitable for coating implants and in bone tissue engineer-
ing. The experiments were carried out as follows:

Osteoblast Cell Culture. Cells were cultured in the a
medium containing a 1:1 mixture of Ham’s F12 medium
(Invitrogen, Carlsbad, Calif.) and Dulbeccco’s Modified
Eagle Medium-Low Glucose (DMEM-LG; Cellgro) supple-
mented with antibiotic solution (1% penicillin-streptomycin;
Sigma) and 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS; Atlanta Biologi-
cals). Cells were incubated in a humidified atmosphere of 5%
CO2 at 37° C. with medium change every 3 days. All cells
used in this study were between 4 and 6 passages.

Osteoblast Cell Seeding on Films. Silicon wafers coated
with PEI(clay/PAA), s films were disinfected by dipping into
70% ethanol for one hour followed by three washes in sterile
PBS pH 7.4. Those samples were loaded with gentamicin for
2 hours. As controls, wafers coated with as-synthesized, gen-
tamicin-free PEI(clay/PAA), s films, as well as bare wafers,
disinfected by 70% ethanol, were used. All wafers were then
thoroughly washed in fresh medium. The wafers were placed
in the wells of a 12-well microtiter plate and a volume of 40
uL of HFOB cell suspension containing 2x10* cells was
pipetted onto each wafer. Cells were allowed to attach for 2
hours followed by addition of 1 mIL medium per well. Cul-
tures were maintained for 7 days with medium replacement
every other day. After 1, 4, and 7 days, samples were removed
and characterized for cell attachment, cell proliferation, live/
dead viability and morphological analysis.

Fibroblast Cell Culture. Human skin fibroblast cells
(HskF) were used for the evaluation of cell response to the
coatings. Cells were cultured in RPMI 1640 media (Bio Whit-
taker) containing PBS, glutamax, and PIS. Cells were incu-
bated in a humidified atmosphere of 5% CO2 at 37° C.
Medium was changed every 3 days.

Fibroblast Cell Seeding on Films. All wafers were steril-
ized by dipping into 70% ethanol and allowed to dry for one
hour. Silicon non-pillared wafers (1x1 cm) coated with PEI
(clay/PAA), 5 films were placed in the wells of a 12-well
microtiter plate with 2 mL of cell suspension containing
7.75x10* cells/mL. The fibroblast cells were fixated to attach
on the samples after 4 days and 7 days. A volume of 1 ml of
paraformaldehyde 3.7% (PFA, Sigma-Aldrich) was pipette
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onto each wafer for 5 minutes, and then replaced with 2 m[ of
fresh PFA for another 15 minutes. After the entire 20 minutes,
PBS was added to cover each sample. After each time point
for each sample, the wafers were removed and observed for
cell attachment, cell proliferation, and morphological analy-
sis.

EXAMPLE 7

FIG. 11 is a composite of infrared spectra of a number of
(clay/PAA)s, 5 films, wherein each film has been loaded with
a different type of bioactive molecule. Solutions of the bio-
active molecules (0.1 mg/ml, 0.01 M phosphate butfer pH 6)
were brought into contact with (clay/PAA),, s films for 3
hours. Referring to FIG. 11, the loading of low-weight anti-
biotics such as gentamycin, tobramycin and amikacin, and
RNAIII-inhibiting peptide YSPWTNF-NH2 (RIP) was dem-
onstrated by the labeled peaks in the FTIR spectra.

EXAMPLE 8

Poly-N-substituted glycines or peptoids have a backbone
structure identical to that of peptides, however in peptoids the
side chains are appended to amide nitrogens rather than alpha
carbons. While peptoids preclude hydrogen bonding due to
lack of amide protons, they can form stable polyproline type-
I-helices with about 3 residues per turn and a pitch of about
6-6.7 A when bulky chiral side chains are incorporated. Cer-
tain cationic and amphipathic peptoid oligomers (5-17 mono-
mers in length) function as structural and functional mimics
of antimicrobial peptides (AMPs) and are protease resistant.
Antimicrobial peptoids are tunable by the choice of chain
length, sequence, and side chains, allowing undesirable traits
(e.g. cytotoxicity) to be minimized with retaining low-micro-
molar, broad-spectrum antibiotic activity.

Peptoid 1 is a 12 residue long peptoid with of 14™ lysine-
like positively charged monomers (NLys) and %™ phenyla-
lanine-like hydrophobic, aromatic monomers (Nspe) with the
repeating sequence H—(NLys-Nspe-Nspe),-NH,. Peptoid 1
has a demonstrated efficacy against planktonic cells of clini-
cally relevant multi-drug resistant strains of gram-positive
and gram-negative bacteria. Also, peptoid 1 is active against
Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilms and Mycobacterium
tuberculosis. Peptoid 1 has also been used as an antifouling
agent since it helps in preventing the bacterial growth when
immobilized on a surface.

In the present Example, peptoid 1 was loaded within (clay/
PAA),, 5 films by contacting the films with a 0.1 mg/mL
solution of peptoid 1 in 0.01 M phosphate butfer with 0.2 M
NaCl at pH 7.5 for 1 hour. Excess peptoid 1 was rinsed off of
the films with 0.01 M phosphate buffer at pH 7.5. A bacterial
suspension of S. aureus MZ-100 (107 colony-forming units,
50 L) was seeded onto the films for 5 min and then incubated
with 2 mL, TSB for 8 hours at 37° C. in 24-well culture plates.
Samples were fixed with 4% paraformaldehyde in PBS for 30
min and then rinsed with PBS. For CLSM (Nikon E 1000 with
a Cl confocal system) visualization, the specimens were then
stained with 0.5 mg/ml. fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC,
Sigma) in PBS for 30 min, rinsed with PBS and then with 70%
ethanol, and then dried in the air.

As-synthesized (clay/PAA),, 5 films were found to be cov-
ered by S. aureus. In contrast, S. aureus and other bacteria
were absent from the films that had been loaded with peptoid
1. The absence of bacteria demonstrates preservation of pep-
tide antibacterial properties against S. aureus MZ-100 after
incorporation within (clay/PAA), 5 films.
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EXAMPLE 9

In addition to LbL methods, clay/PAA films can be also
prepared by adsorption from clay/PAA mixtures. A suitable
clay/PAA mixture was prepared by mixing equal volumes of
clay and PAA solutions at pH 2.0, to provide final concentra-
tions of 0.5 mg/ml of clay and 0.2 mg/mlL., of PAA, followed
by pre-incubation of the mixture at room temperature for 45
min. A silicon wafer was prepared with a BPEI precursor
monolayer as described in Example 1. The prepared wafer
was dipped into the mixture at pH 2 and incubated for 40 min.
After taking the silicon wafer from the clay/PAA mixture, it
was rinsed with buffer at pH 2 and dried. This procedure
resulted in the deposition of a 17.2-nm-thick clay/PAA film,
as measured by ellipsometry. The use of a 2-fold higher
concentration of clay and PAA components in the mixture
resulted in deposition of thicker clay-PAA films (i.e., about 40
nm thickness).

EXAMPLE 10

Clay/PAA films were deposited on the surfaces similar to
those of silicone catheters. Prior to adsorption of the BPEI
priming layer, silicone coupons (2 cmx2 cm) were treated in
ozone plasma cleaner (Harrick Scientific Products, Pleas-
antville, N.Y.) for 2 min. This resulted in changes of the water
contact angle (CA) of the coupon surface from 115° to 19°
(before and after the plasma treatment, respectively). Clay/
PAA films were then deposited using the LbL technique as
described in Example 1. Deposition of 9.5 bilayers of clay-
PAA resulted in a change of CA to 65°. After being loaded
with gentamicin, the film remained stable during storage at
room temperature (about 20° C.) under dry conditions and in
PBS at pH 7.4, and while refrigerated at 4° C. for at least 10
days.

EXAMPLE 11

FIGS. 12 and 13 are SEM images of fibers 44 of a porous
substrate (i.e., Dacron® coupons) before (FIG. 12) and after
(FIG. 13) deposition of a film 46 of the present invention onto
the porous substrate. The coupons were treated in ozone
plasma cleaner (Harrick Scientific Products, Pleasantville,
N.Y.) for 2 min. This treatment resulted in Dacron® surfaces
that were completely wettable by water (CA=0°). BPEI was
then deposited on the surfaces of the coupons as a precursor
layer. Deposition of clay/PAA films was then performed
using the LbL technique as described in Example 1. The
Dacron® coupons remained completely wettable by water
after deposition of the films 46. L.oading of gentamicin within
the films 46 resulted in a drastically enhanced hydrophobicity
of Dacron® (CA change from 0° to 120°). Moreover, as
indicated by CA and SEM measurements, gentamicin was
retained within the film 46, and the film 46 remained stable
during storage at room temperature (+20° C.) under dry con-

ditions and in PBS at pH 7.4, and while refrigerated at 4° C. ’

for at least 30 days.
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It should be understood that the embodiments described
herein are merely exemplary in nature and that a person
skilled in the art may make many variations and modifications
thereto without departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion. All such variations and modifications, including those
discussed above, are intended to be included within the scope
of the invention, as defined by the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A film for the retention and controlled release of organic
and inorganic molecules consisting of at least one phyllosili-
cate clay and at least one organic polyanion, wherein said film
is a built-up layered film including layers of said at least one
phyllosilicate clay alternating with layers of said at least one
organic polyanion and each of said layers has a net negative
charge.

2. The film of claim 1 wherein said film swells in the
presence of a polar liquid.

3. The film of claim 1, in combination with a plurality of
molecules absorbed within said film.

4. A method of preparing the film of claim 1, comprising
the steps of:

(a) depositing a first solution or dispersion of a first sub-
stance onto a substrate for a period of time sufficient to
form a self-assembled first layer of the first substance on
the substrate;

(b) depositing a second solution or dispersion of a second
substance onto the first layer for a period of time suffi-
cient to form a self-assembled second layer of the sec-
ond substance on the first layer of the first substance;

(c) depositing a third solution or dispersion of the first
substance onto the second layer for a period of time
sufficient to form a self-assembled third layer of the first
substance on the second layer; and

(d) depositing a fourth solution or dispersion of the second
substance onto the third layer for a period of time suffi-
cient to form a self-assembled fourth layer of the second
substance on the third layer, wherein the first substance
includes one of an organic polyanion and an exfoliated
phyllosilicate clay and the second substance includes the
other one of the organic polyanion and the exfoliated
phyllosilicate clay.

5. The method of claim 4, comprising the further step of
immersing the film in a solution of molecules having neutral
or positive electrostatic charges for a time sufficient to allow
some of the molecules to be absorbed into the film.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the film is in a liquid
environment, said method comprising the further step of
adjusting the pH of the liquid environment to a pH at which at
least some of the molecules absorbed into the film are
released from the film into the liquid environment.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the molecules are bio-
active molecules and the bioactive molecules remain bioac-
tive while absorbed within the film.

8. An article, comprising a surface and a the film of claim

5 1 adhering to said surface.
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